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Marble Memorial United Methodist Church 
Matt West, Pastor 

8 Park Lane, Milan, Michigan 48160 

9:00 a.m. Worship on Facebook Live 

10:30 a.m. Worship In-person and Facebook 

Church Phone: 734-439-2421 

Pastor’s Emergency Number: 269-967-4444 

Church Website: marbleumc.org 

Church  E-mail: office@marbleumc.org 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thu, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

(closed holidays) 

Facebook: “Marble Memorial UMC” 

 

 

Opportunities in the Neighborhood…. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the Church Office: 

office@marbleumc.org            734-439-2421 

 

 

June 16 
5:00 – 8:00 pm 
On The Lawn  

Family Fun – Prizes – 
Hydration Station 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Neighborhood Kidz Time: Sundays 2nd Service 

 Congregational Care Team: ongoing 

 Habitat for Humanity: 2022 dates on page 3 

 Third Thursdays: Starting June 16 

 Vacation Bible School: planning now for August 

 Aid In Milan: Summer Food Distribution: page 4 

 Tech Team: Substitutes Needed 

 Relay for Life: August 20 & 21 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Hello, neighbors! 

We will be halfway through the year at the end of this month. Where does the time go? It feels like Easter was just a couple of 

weeks ago. Before you know it, we will be getting ready for Christmas again! As time seems to fly by us, we are continuing to 

work to be the neighborhood church to everyone. New neighbors have joined us for our Modern Worship Service, and our 

snowbirds have returned to Traditional Service. Spending time with both worship services has been a blessing. I pray that 

each week the clock seems to slow down for everyone so we can enjoy our time together worshiping God. 

Another thing I would like to share is about the work our Church Council is doing. This year, we have been going through a 

process to move to a Simplified Accountability Structure. We are looking at this model to free up more time for ministry and 

not spend so much of it in meetings. This is one of the reasons leadership would like to move to this simplified structure. 

Over the next few months, Church Council will get more information to you explaining what this structure looks like and how 

it works. I appreciate all the time and effort the council is putting in to create new opportunities for everyone in our church. 

Keep up the great work! 

Let me talk about our other teams and what they are doing. Starting with Trustees, they are continuing to address the needs 

of our building. The classrooms have been painted, and now they are ready for us to decorate. As we reach more people in 

the neighborhood, we have the chance to make things look fresh and exciting to them. I can hardly wait to see how things 

turn out and what people will say when they know what we have done. This month, there will be new and more energy-

efficient windows installed. This change should make a big difference come this next winter. Finally, they are looking into 

some air conditioner issues we are having in Fellowship Hall and the Lounge. At the same time, the trustees are considering 

our finances as they plan future projects. 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is doing some wonderful things to support our staff. They are also developing 

ways to support our laity and encourage leaders in our neighborhood. Tools are being implemented to build on the 

connection between SPRC liaisons and staff members to help with annual reviews. They are using their time also to create 

new policies to make the workload easier down the road. SPRC is doing an excellent job of looking out for Lisa, Justin and 

Aby.  Thank you for all your efforts! 

As for Finance, not everyone likes to talk about money when it comes to the church. Thankfully, this team is tackling the 

conversation and discussing options to get us back in the black. Finance put together a new way to accept memorials to let us 

use the money to help carry out our mission and vision. The team is also discussing giving plans and new ways to approach 

stewardship. While all this is happening, they are working with the money we have to allow us to be good neighbors to 

everybody. Being on this committee isn't easy, and you are appreciated! 

The Outreach Team is supporting and helping organize some awesome events for the rest of the year.  3rd Thursdays are 

next with Marble hosting the “Kid Zone.”  We are looking to bring some high energy out this summer to reach our families in 

the community and invite them to check out our church. The next thing is getting ready for Church in the Park on August 7th. 

The team and other churches joining us are discussing an after-worship party. Get ready for a big event day in October and a 

return visit from Santa after the Christmas Parade.  The new Congregational Care Team is up and running and assisting me in 

caring for the neighborhood. One other significant thing Outreach is working on is a Free Community Dinner. We want to 

open our doors and invite our neighbors to break bread with us without worrying if they can afford it. Again, these events 

and activities are steps towards living out our vision and mission at Marble. 

Let me wrap things up by discussing a couple of other things we are working on currently. First, we started our 

Neighborhood Kidz Time during the 10:30 service. Our young neighbors begin worship with us, go out during the message, 

and come back to enjoy the rest of the service. Joy Whitenburg has taken the lead on this ministry, but we are looking for 

others to lead or assist with this time each Sunday. We want to train people for their safety and the kids and to love on the 

future generation of Marble. Second, on August 16th-18th, we will be hosting Vacation Bible School in the evening. “Food 

Truck Rally” is the theme this year, and we will finish up on a 3rd Thursday to end with a bang! If you are available one day or 

all three, we would love your help.  

Hopefully, I have got everyone up to speed now! I thank you for your continued support and ask that you keep praying 
for all our teams. God has great things in store for us, but it will take a neighborhood to do all of it. Get involved, invite, 
engage, and be a good neighbor!           

Peace be with you.    

Pastor Matt  
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Annual Conference: 2022  - Rod Hill, Lay Rep. to Annual Conference 

Our upcoming session of Michigan Annual Conference is coming at a time when there is a wide spectrum of 
conflict in the Church, in the Nation, and in the world at large. That having been said, it’s helpful to remind 
myself that I can’t do anything about most of these, except to pray and cope with them like we all are, Praise 
God! 

As Marble’s Lay Delegate my duty is to represent Marble on the matters that come before this yearly 
conference and vote on your behalf. That’s plenty of responsibility for me at this time and I’m glad to do it. 
I’ve had the privilege to represent you all for a while now, and while the issues this year aren’t likely to be 
any easier, that experience might be of help. I hope. 

In keeping with my responsibility, I’m inviting you, members and constituents, for your input as I prepare for the 
legislative sessions and the several plenary questions that we’ll be facing. I hope you have some questions, none 
the least of these would be what issues and resolutions will be on this year’s docket.  

In recent years we have reviewed policies regarding who can be pastors and what services clergy can offer 
to ourselves, and our neighbors. We’ve talked about how to break up the church, and we’ve established 
positions on politics and even assault weapons! As your representative to the Michigan Conference, I’m 
inviting you to give me a call or email to share your arguments and your passions for how our church can 
continue to serve God.    

Annual Conference is in person at the Grand Traverse Resort Wednesday, June 1  
through Saturday, June 4. Please lift Pastor Matt and Rod Hill in your prayers  

for travel mercies and as they represent Marble Memorial. 

2022 Habitat for Humanity “Good News House” 

We are looking for your support in two ways:  

1) Donate toward this year’s project (just mark your special 

donation “Habitat”)  

2) Volunteer for Marble Work Days: No experience required. 

Saturday, July 16 (8 ppl)  

Friday, July 22 (4 ppl)   

Saturday, August 13 (8 ppl) 

Youth ages 16-18 allowed with parent’s permission. 
Volunteers do not need to be congregants of Marble – 
invite your friends! 

 

Our project lead is Rod Hill.  

To sign up or if you have questions, 

contact Rod at: 734-645-0864  

or,  rhill@provide.net.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Noodles from Scratch: For Sale 
Noodles are $2.50 per bag until they are 
gone. Get them on Sundays before/after 

worship or get some from the church 
office during office hours. 

 

Thank You to our helper BEEs for  

BEE-ing a big help with the Noodle BEE 

on May 14. Our United Women of Faith 

(formerly UMW) couldn’t BEE any 

happier with your help! 

 

mailto:rhill@provide.net
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Neighborhood Study:  Sundays, 10a – Room #25.   

This group continues to study the Adam Hamilton 

book, “Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White”. 

New participants always welcome! 

Sassy Sisters: 7pm Mondays at The Owl on Main St. 
(outside weather permitting.)  This is a “book 
study- hanging out- catching up outside of work 
and home”, supportive and relaxing place to be.  
Contact group leader Melissa West 
mdwest622@gmail.com for info. 

Beer & Bibles: 8:30pm June 6 at Original Gravity 

on County St. and June 20 at The Owl on Main St. 

Leaders are Jim Nagle: 248-770-1024 or Brian 

Foster: 419-356-0712 for info. 

 

Neighborhood Coffee Talk: Every Tuesday at 

10am at The Owl. Kick off your day with Pastor Matt. 

Chat over a cup of coffee or maybe a smoothie. If you 

have something on your mind, it’s a great place to 

start.  If this time doesn’t work for you, please contact 

Pastor Matt. 

Pray and Go: Thursday, 10a – step off from the 

church. Together we walk around the neighborhood 

and pray for our neighbors. You can participate 

indoor. Just come by around 10a before the group 

steps off. 

 

 

 
Outreach @ Marble -Brian Foster, Team Lead 

 

June Monthly Mission: 

 
Support Aid in Milan! 

The walk will step off from Marble’s parking lot  
on Saturday, June 11 at 10am  

Mark your donation: 
“Aid In Milan: June Mission” 

For information online: 
FedUp! (givebutter.com) 

 
 
 
 
 

Marble Meetings 
Trustees: Tue, June 7, 7:00 p (in person) 

SPRC: Tue, June 14, 7:00 p (in person) 

Finance: Tue, June 21, 7:00 p (Zoom) 

Outreach: Wed, June 15, 7:00 p (in person) 

Church Council: Tue, June 28, 7:00 p (in person) 

UMW Circles:  

Sarah Ruth: Tue, June 14 meet @ Church 12:30p 
for a luncheon outing 

Susanna Wesley: on a break for the summer  

 

Fed Up! 

A Walk to 

End Hunger 

3rd Thursdays start June 16th!  

Marble will be hosting “Kid Zone”, offering 
several activities for families. We are looking for 
happy, friendly, smiling faces to help on these 
days.  Set Up starts at 4:30p, activities run 5:00 -
8:00pm.  It is always a lot of fun!  
Please contact Brian Foster at 419-356-0712 or the 
Church Office to sign up. 
 
Aid in Milan Summer Lunch Program 
Aid in Milan provides food to families of students 
who normally receive lunch assistance during the 
school year.   

This year, Marble’s parking lot will  
be used by Aid in Milan as the  

distribution site to the families. 

If you would like to volunteer to help Aid in Milan 
with this project you can submit your name to the 
office. Also, watch for emails and information for 
dates and details.  
 
Relay for Life: Saturday, August 20th starting at 
9:00am until 9:00am Sunday, August 21st. 
Marble’s team will be walking, selling luminaries, 
and other projects to help raise funds.   
Interested in being a part of the Team?!  
Contact Brian Foster at BDFoster1989@gmail.com  
or 419-356-0712.   

This year’s Relay for Life will be back in Wilson 
Park after 2 years of "non-in-person" events! 

PRAISE GOD! 
 

about:blank
https://givebutter.com/fedupaim?fbclid=IwAR0KeOoZPqracnXo6sUQ_6gsP8JkxmkBZ7fNThb4kOJHYlsxHOoS8bFm9LA
mailto:BDFoster1989@gmail.com

