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Marble Memorial United Methodist Church 
Matt West, Pastor 

8 Park Lane, Milan, Michigan 48160 

9:00 a.m. Worship on Facebook Live 

10:30 a.m. Worship In-person and Facebook 
 

Church Phone: 734-439-2421 

Pastor’s Emergency Number: 269-967-4444 

Church Website: marbleumc.org 

Church  E-mail: office@marbleumc.org 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thu, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

(closed holidays) 

Facebook: “Marble Memorial UMC” 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship volunteers 

Looking for a way to serve? Marble wants to return to 

in-person worship at 9:00 a.m. BUT WE NEED YOU!  

Hospitality volunteers are needed to make everyone’s 

experience easy and inviting.  

(Don’t worry: We are not looking for tech support!) 

Can you serve as…? 

Greeter – Usher – Friendly Assistant – 

Coffee/Refreshment Time Host 
 

Contact Pastor Matt or the church office to  
find out more (we have two volunteers but  

we need two or three more.) 

Community Church in the Park: Aug. 8th   10:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

Connecting with Neighbors    

                                              

Turn out on the 

lawn for Third 

Thursdays on 

Aug 19! Talk to 

our neighbors 

from 5-8p. 

 Bring a chair! 
 Everybody – Come! 

Worship with Marble  

Memorial UMC and 

our friends at 

People’s Presbyterian 

 

 

Wilson Park Main Pavilion 

Bring a chair 

Following Worship: 

Yard Games for kids! 

Cool drinks and pre-packaged 

refreshments will be served! 
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Hello Neighbors! “Coming Soon” 
– From the Pastor’s Desk 

With everything going on in our community, I thought it would 
be good to update everyone on some things happening at or with 
the church. We have been involved in community events and looking to start interacting outside of Sunday 
mornings. I will try to catch everybody up, but I may miss a couple of things. Anyway, here we go!... 

We are participating in the Milan Area Chamber community project called “The Great Artdoors.” If you 

haven’t had an opportunity to check any of the doors out, then get out and look at some of the wonderful art 

and ideas that are up and round our lovely town. Marble’s own door, created and painted by Jason & Tammy 

Balk, is located in Wilson Park behind the church on the hill. They did a wonderful job and thanks to them for 

helping the neighborhood out!  

Church in the Park is coming up this Sunday (Aug. 8th) at 10:00am in Wilson Park. This is the first 

community service that I have been able to take part in since coming to Milan. What an opportunity to 

worship with other churches and our neighbors! We hope everyone will join us and invite everybody they 

know to come as well. My prayer is that this becomes an annual event that Milan can look forward to each 

summer. 

I have heard through the grapevine that people are asking about our Traditional service being in-person. 

Again, I would be glad to open this up once we have the volunteers to run it properly. When I speak about 

volunteers, I’m not talking about for media and sound. Instead, I’m thinking of greeters, ushers, and anything 

else that would fall under hospitality. If we are going to invite people into the church, then we have to be 

ready for them and not assume that everyone knows what’s going on when they come here. For anyone that is 

interested, please contact the office to let us know and we will determine a date to open that service up for 

people to attend in-person. 

Along with that last item, I want to open up the lounge again or put together something for outside to 

offer to those who attend. This is part of those volunteers we are seeking for hospitality. We cannot just sit out 

coffee and snacks for people and expect them to understand how that all works. Being able to enjoy some time 

before and/or after service with people again would be nice! As part of what we are looking for, it would be 

nice if someone would step forward to organize our hospitality volunteers. If that is something you are 

interested in and willing to do, then let me know or call the office. Let’s get back to doing more than worship. 

Speaking of doing more than worship! I mentioned a couple of Sunday’s ago that I plan to roll out some groups 

for people to partake in soon. Yes, I want to offer a few small group, Bible studies, and personal interest 

groups by September with a launch date after Labor Day. If you are interested in leading or co-leading a 

group, then let me know ASAP, please. We should offer something that everyone can participate in and not 

feel left out. So, our groups should not only offer variety, but also different days and times for younger or older 

people to engage with each other. For this fall, I would like to see a women’s group, a men’s group, a Bible 

study, a book study, and a couple of just-for-fun groups to get together as neighbors. 

The last thing I am going to discuss in this piece are the plans to offer a monthly dinner. This type of 

program is one that will require volunteers to properly function. The Charters have taken the lead for the two 

we have done recently, but we cannot expect them to do it all. We shouldn’t expect those that helped in the 

past to just pick up where they left off before the pandemic shut us down. I believe being able to offer a 

monthly dinner to our neighborhood and community would be awesome! But as the phrase goes “it takes a 

village.”   

…Continued, page #3 
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Marble Meetings 
Church Council: Tue, Aug 3, 6:30 p (@ parsonage) 

SPRC: Tue, Aug 10, 7 p (In Person) 

Trustees:  Wed, Aug 11, 7 p (In person) 

Finance: Tue, Aug 17, 7 p (In Person) 

Outreach: Wed, Aug 18, 7 p (In Person) 
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As I wrap us this month’s notes, I will leave everyone with these thoughts:  

The possibilities are endless as far as what we can do moving forward. We don’t have to return to what 
we did before the pandemic started or do something because that’s we have always done. This is an 
opportunity to reinvent ourselves and be something new that all of our neighbors want to be a part of moving 
forward. I know there are some that feel they don’t have the energy to do some of these things. My response is, 
“Are you inviting others that could help us do those things?” If not, ”why?” Otherwise, I might say, “Do you still 
love God? If yes, then don’t you think God will give you the energy to do whatever you want?” God is doing 
things for us every day of our lives and we need to do our part in this relationship, too. 
 

Thank you for taking some time to catch up with me this month! 

Keep your eyes and ears open for anything and everything we 

Might get involved with coming up. We want to continue to love our 

Neighbors and find ways to love on them beyond worship. 

Enjoy this weather because it’s a beautiful day in the neighborhood! 

-Peace Be With You, Pastor Matt 
 

A Different Church – Rod Hill, Lay Representative to Annual Conference 

At this year’s Michigan Annual Conference, Bishop David Bard confirmed that United Methodism “will soon be  
A DIFFERENT CHURCH”. In a nutshell, because of conflicting interpretations of God’s word regarding 
homosexuality, and how we treat those among us who are different, the United Methodist Church will experience a 
schism.  

Official resolution of this conflict rests in changes that would need to be made to the United Methodist Book of 
Discipline, our Constitution. Such changes can only happen at a “General Conference” of delegates and bishops from 
all over the world. We were due for such a conference last year but because of COVID, it’s been delayed until 2022. 
We and all other churches of the UMC worldwide have been left to our own devices until then.  

This conflict has already sparked the creation of two new “denominations”. The “Global Methodist Church” 
announced its founding last March to separate in anticipation of the General Conference adopting new rules 
allowing qualified gay and transgender clergy into the pulpit and governance of the church. A few months before, 
another group the “Liberation Methodist Connection” declared itself separate based on the current language in the 
UMC Book of Discipline which excludes the LGBTQIA+ community.  

Passions are high and in the meantime there have already been a number of UMC churches that have decided to 
“disaffiliate” from the larger denomination. That’s remarkable because when a congregation leaves a United 

Methodist conference, all of that congregation’s material assets, their buildings, property and treasury; revert to 

the larger church body. Anticipating this, the Michigan Conference has already adopted terms by which a church 

is entitled to a fair share of the tangible assets, of the whole, minus any arrears and outstanding debts.  

Marble has work to do now to make all of our neighbors feel included.  – Praise God! 

 



 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aid in Milan: Help Stock the Pantry     

Aid in Milan helps our local neighbors every day.  
Donating pantry items is one way we can help.  
Current needs are: 

 sliced bread  
 canned pastas/canned meals 
 soup 
 healthy snacks: trail mix, granola bars 
 pasta and rice boxed helpers  

 

Remember: It’s Almost Time for School to Start! 
 

 

 

Relay for Life: August 21 –Brian Foster, Coordinator 

Marble Memorial will be participating in Milan's Relay for Life again this year.  Relay for Life is an event that 
raises funds for the American Cancer Society. Like last year, the Milan Relay will not be in person; BUT it will be a 
virtual event with activities taking place all day long on Milan Relay's Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/MilanRelay 

Teams will have their own walks and “campsites” spread throughout town.  Marble’s campsite will be at the 
home of our coordinator, Brian and Bridget Foster, 243 Lafayette Street in Milan. There are also plans to have an 
in-person Luminary Event in September, but details have not been finalized.  

Here are some ways that you can help: 

Purchase Luminary bags for $10 a bag.  You can decorate your bag for someone who is a survivor, currently 
battling cancer, or in memory of someone who you have lost to cancer.  We will light our luminaries Aug. 21st at 
our “campsite” and for the September event. 

Sign up to walk for an hour on Saturday August 21st.  We will be walking around the Foster's neighborhood.  

Participate in the online Silent Auction the week of Relay.  There will be some very nice baskets to bid on. 

Virtual Vendor Parties: On Saturday, August 21, go to the Milan Relay Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/MilanRelay to see these pop-up fundraisers and updates from the team campsites. 

Make a donation.  Just like everything else, donations are down to the American Cancer Society since Covid-19 
and they have several important programs that need funding. Anything you can do helps!! 

Brian Foster will start selling Luminaries and  

signing up volunteers to walk, over the next few Sundays. 

If you are unable to connect with Brian at church 

you can email him at Bdfoster1989@gmail.com or, 

contact Lisa at the Church office (734)439-2421. 

Checks are made out to: American Cancer Society.  
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You can drop items at Aid in 

Milan during business 

hours. Pull up to the 

building and call their office:  

734-439-8420.  

Tell them you have a 

donation.  They will come 

out to your vehicle.  

You can also bring 

donations to Marble. 

 cereal 
 canned meat: tuna, 

chicken 
 macaroni & cheese cups 
 oatmeal cups 
 juice boxes 

 

Habitat for Humanity: Good News House Update 

Marble has a financial commitment to the Good News House 2021 Habitat project. This year’s financial 

commitment is $1,000. Of that goal, $200 has been collected to date. Please consider adding additional giving 

to your current contributions for the Good News House 2021 Habitat project.  Mark your giving: “Habitat”. 

https://www.facebook.com/MilanRelay
https://www.facebook.com/MilanRelay
mailto:Bdfoster1989@gmail.com


 

 

Fall Retreat for Women – Vicky Engelbert, Coordinator 

The "WinSome Women" Fall Retreat is an exciting opportunity for fellowship, encouragement and inspiration.  
Marble is familiar with the “Winsome” Spring Retreats but this retreat has an outstanding line-up of speakers and 
musicians too good to pass up! 
 

When: Tuesday October 19, 3:00 p.m. - Wednesday October 20, 1:05 p.m. 

Where:  Great Lakes Center for the Arts, Bay Harbor, Michigan (near Petoskey) 

Theme:  "Christ Our Joy" 

Speakers/Musicians:  Sandi Patty, Ruth Graham (daughter of Billy Graham), Michael Card, Sarah Schieber 
 

Cost of Retreat:  Tier 1: Box Seats $120 each (The box seats 6 to 8 people) 

     Tier 2: Front Main Theater Seats $90 each 

    plus an estimated processing fee of $5.00 per ticket 

Cost of Hotel for 1 night:  Unknown at this time; information about hotels was not yet available.   

Cost for gas expenses: TBD 

Cost of Meals:  On our own, cost will depend on your choices 
 

For more information, visit the website https://wswretreats.org/ or, 
contact Vicky Engelbert at: 734-483-4660 or, greemabert@comcast.net. 

Registration begins August 8, so please contact Vicky as soon as possible if you would like to go. 
To register you Vicky will need your:  name, address, phone number and email address. 
One registration will be submitted for the group and your total cost will be calculated at that time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Methodist Women of Marble –Vicky Engelbert, UMW President  
 

The UMW is scheduled to serve a meal at Oaks of Righteousness on Thursday, August 12. This project will 

be in honor and memory of Mary Karr, who was active in Sister’s Aglow UMW.  Oaks of Righteousness is a very 

busy and important mission center located in Monroe. 

To donate money toward this meal: Give your donations to UMW Treasurer, Mary Dennison (734-439-7818.)  

Checks payable to: Marble Memorial UMW 

To sign up to help prepare or serve the meal: Contact Vicky E. (734-483-4660 or greemabert@comcast.net ) 

Collecting personal hygiene products:  

Collecting trial size shampoo, conditioner, soap, deodorant, lotion, etc. for men and women.  

Unused trial sizes from hotel visits or, you can purchase trial sizes from the store for about $1.00 each.  The 

donation box is in the Bell Tower entrance to the sanctuary.  
 

Month of August: UMW is Having a “Bakeless Bake Sale” 

Watch your snail-mail for a flier dedicated to this effort by the UMW to collect 

funds to support mission and service projects – it’s coming to your home the first week of August. 
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