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Marble Memorial United Methodist Church 
Matt West, Pastor 

8 Park Lane, Milan, Michigan 48160 

9:00 a.m. Worship on Facebook Live 

10:30 a.m. Worship In-person and Facebook 

Church Phone: 734-439-2421 

Pastor’s Emergency Number: 269-967-4444 

Church Website: marbleumc.org 

Church  E-mail: office@marbleumc.org 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thu, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

(closed holidays) 

Facebook: “Marble Memorial UMC” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Neighbors! 

Join our Neighborhood Groups! 

 

Sassy Sisters: Mondays , 7-8:30p, first one is Oct 4 - at 
The Owl.  It’s a book study- hanging out- catching up 

outside of work and home, relaxing place to be.  

Beer & Bibles: Every other Monday, 8:30-10p, Oct 11 & 

25 – at The Owl.  Men of all ages and stages of life are 

invited as books are read, scripture studied and life in 

Christ is discussed. Non-alcoholic beverages also sold at 

The Owl. 

Neighborhood Coffee Talk: Tuesdays, 10:00a & 6:00p, 

first one is Oct 5th – at the Owl. Kick off or end your day 

with Pastor Matt, chat over a cup of coffee or maybe a 

smoothie. If you have something on your mind, it’s a 

great place to start. 

Caregiver Support: Every other Wednesday, 7-8p, Oct 

6  &  20 - on Zoom. This is a safe and confidential space 

to share your challenges and joys as a caregiver. Learn 

how Jesus walks with us all. 

Pray and Go: Thursdays, 10:00a & 6:00p, first one 

is Oct 7th – at the church. We will join together to 

walk around the neighborhood and pray for our 

neighbors. Get a little activity in, love on our 

community, and meet new neighbors. 

Neighborhood Chat: 2nd Thursdays, 6:30-7:30p, 

October 14 - at the church. Leadership would like 

to hear your questions and thoughts and work 

together to nurture communication in our faith 

neighborhood. 

Game Night: Second Fridays, Oct 8, 7-9:00p at the 

church.  An evening of playing games and a chance 

to fellowship. Bring a snack to share. 

Community Dinner: Sat. Oct 16, 5:00-7:00p.  

This is a Chicken Dinner!  

Meals are $10 each and must be pre-ordered. 

Orders are due at noon on Monday, Oct. 11.  

You can carry-out OR eat in! 

Order forms found at the church or, print here:  

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri

=urn:aaid:scds:US:9afbecc4-fd1a-496d-a982-

072dd83de3a2  
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Hello, neighbors! 

What is an inward focus? A simple way to explain this 

is that one is only thinking of themselves and not 

concerned about what others may want. Every week, I 

attempt to share what it means to be a good neighbor 

and how we should strive to live like Jesus. My 

concern is that not enough people hear this message 

or vision I am trying to cast. An inward focus destroys 

churches because of an unwillingness to change, live 

like Jesus, and continue to do what they have always 

done. An inward focus causes more of a divide 

between God and us.  

This topic is an uncomfortable one for many because 

they do not believe it pertains to them. I hate to break 

it to everyone, but I am talking to everyone when I 

speak about this topic. I have heard a lot of input from 

some people about how we or I should do things at 

Marble. Thank you for the information. Unfortunately, 

I am not interested in living in the past. Times are 

different, and if things done in the past worked so 

well, why have the numbers continued to decline? 

Marble has continued to have a steady flow of decline 

over the last several years. I would say a lot of that is 

attributed to an inward focus that still exists today. I 

am sure that is not easy to hear or listen to if someone 

does not think it pertains to them. 

We need to focus more on the essential things like the 

Gospel, spreading the Good News, and loving our 

neighbors. This way of living is difficult when we focus 

on things like what we want in service, where we have 

a coffee hour, making sure the pastor meets all of our 

personal needs, and willingly offering advice on what 

to do but not wanting to help make them happen. I am 

sure by this point; people might be thinking that I am 

frustrated. Well, I am. As your pastor, I am trying to do 

things that will address those who are here and those 

who are not here for the better of the church. I love 

Milan and enjoy being here. I like the potential I see in 

Marble. But if we ever want things to get better 

around here, we must be willing to change who we are 

and what we do to keep our doors open.  
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“When we hold an inward focus, it not only  

separates us from God but also our neighbors.” 

Marble Memorial is not a place where membership 

entitles us to the things we want or how we should 

be served. Marble Memorial should be a place that all 

feel welcomed, and they want to stay because we 

believe in something better so all may experience 

God's love and grace. People should walk out the 

doors feeling good about what they have experienced 

when they worship with us. We do not want them 

going home and feeling upset or frustrated because 

of a negative vibe or inward focus being displayed. 

Jesus did not go after the ninety-nine but instead 

went after the one. The ninety-nine that are here 

should care for each other while we chase the one we 

do not want to getaway. Living like Jesus in plain 

sight and loving on our neighbors is what will draw 

us closer to them and God.  

Please understand something that I feel is important. 

God loves you, and so do I! As a pastor, trying to get 

people to see what the problem(s) might be in the 

local church context is always a challenge. Again, my 

job is to make the comfortable uncomfortable. Yes, 

you can be upset. The question I will ask is, "what are 

you truly upset about?" Are you upset with me? Are 

you upset because you are not getting your way? 

Maybe you are upset because anything new or 

different makes you uncomfortable. Finally, how does 

one set aside an inward focus, not be bothered by 

change, and create a space for all to feel welcome?  I 

wish I had a simple answer for all of you, and I do not. 

I believe that if we can do everything with love and 

grace, not just for ourselves but for our neighbors 

too, we will not be upset and appreciate God's love 

for us even more. 

To an outsider, this piece might bring up some 

questions or make you question why come to Marble. 

My answer would that we are just as broken and 

hurting as the next church. We are not perfect, but we 

are working on what it takes to be the neighborhood 

church for everyone. So, whether you are someone 

that attends here already or not, we must support 

each other as we strive to become a welcoming 

neighborhood church so that all may experience 

God’s love and grace.    

Peace be with you, neighbor.  Pastor Matt  
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Aid in Milan: Help Stock the Pantry 
    

Aid in Milan helps our local neighbors every 

day.  Donating pantry items is one way we can 

help.  

Current needs are: 

 sliced bread  

 canned pastas/canned meals 

 soup 

 healthy snacks: trail mix, granola bars 

 pasta and rice boxed helpers  

 cereal 

 canned meat: tuna, chicken 

 macaroni & cheese cups 

 oatmeal cups 

 juice boxes 

You can bring items to the church or, drop 

them off directly at Aid in Milan. 
 

 

 

Outreach @ Marble: Community Connections –Brian Foster, Coordinator 

There is one more Third Thursday this season: October 21.  

Volunteers NEEDED:  Contact the church office (734-439-2421) or Jason Balk 

(currentwave1@yahoo.com) if you are available to help. 

 

Milan Chamber of Commerce is having its annual Trick or Treating for Businesses  
downtown on Friday, October 29th, 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.   This event is a great way to  
spread some cheer, talk to members of our community and be good neighbors in Milan.  
We need: someone to spearhead this project and a couple extra volunteers.   
Interested? please contact the Church office (734-439-2421) or Brian Foster (419-356-0712). 
 

Outreach next meets October 27 at 7 p.m.  If you have an outreach idea, you are welcome to submit the 

idea to the committee or attend the meeting to share what you think would be a great project for Marble.  

 

 

What Love Is – Rod Hill, Lay Rep. to Annual Conference 

I’ve been reminded lately that I really don’t know enough 
about love. A few weeks ago I attended my first transgender 
wedding. My nephew got married to his soul mate. They’ve 
been together for a long time now, and in fact his “best 
forever friend” has moved all over the country so they could 
stay together. Praise God!  

Part of what makes this so remarkable is that my nephew 
was born as my niece. While I might try to claim some 
insights into how this could have happened, none of that 
matters. What does matter is that they’re together and he’s 
clearly happier than I’ve ever known him. Seeing the two of 
them together, official and formally together, was an 
unlooked for source of joy. Hallelujah!  

My nephew’s family has had a very rough time. His mother, 
my sister’s daughter, has been living with intense stress for 
pretty much all of her adult life. She met a fellah and moved 
to Louisiana leaving Michigan and everything she knew, 
when she was quite young. And she built a life there. She put 
herself through school, bore and raised three kids, and 
survived more hurricanes than I can even think about. 
When her marriage finally came apart (one hurricane too 
many perhaps) she moved again, and again and again.  

She’s back north now. She’s swapped hurricanes for 
tornadoes, but tornadoes are what she grew up with. And 
she’s built a solid life, with her bare hands, a keen mind, and 
love, lots of love. While it’s all too common for people in 
such circumstances to just come apart and give up, it’s truly 
inspiring. Her love for her sons, she has two now, and her 
three daughters is just beautiful. And I got to witness that!  

Thank you, Lord! 

 

 



Marble Meetings 

Trustees: Tue, Oct. 5, 7:00 p (in person) 

SPRC: Tue, Oct. 12, 7:00 p (in person/Zoom) 

Finance: Tue, Oct. 19, 7:00 p (In person) 

Church Council: Tue, Oct. 26, 7:00 p (In Person) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

          

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

Connecting with Neighbors 

 

 

                                              

Turn out on the lawn for Third 

Thursdays on October 21 - talk to our 

neighbors, get to know each other 

…and don’t forget to bring a chair! 
 

Facility/Building Needs @ Marble:  

Trustees are looking for help with these small projects: 

 paint the stairway railings in the Bell Tower 

and Parking Lot entrances. 

 change the contact paper on Choir Room door 

windows. 

 evaluate, label, and relocate or donate paint in 

Media Room/Church. 

 paint over water damage in upstairs hallway 

outside office. 

If you are able to take on any of the above projects, 

please contact Paul Emerson: 734-717-4747 or  

Jim Bolz: 734-344-1512.   

 

UMW Circles:  

Sister’s Aglow: TBA 

Sarah Ruth: Tue, Oct. 12, 1:00 p @ Church 

Susanna Wesley: TBA 

 

Everybody – Come! 

You can drop items at Aid in Milan  

during business hours.  

(Currently Closed Mondays and Fridays.) 

Pull up to the building and call their office: 

734-439-8420.  

Tell them you have a donation.   

They will come out to your vehicle.  

You can also bring donations to Marble. 

 

 

There’s a “Noodle Bee” Coming! – Vicky Engelbert, UMW President 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) are hosting a “Noodle Bee” on Saturday, October 23 at 9:00 
a.m. until finished (around 2 hours).  The group will make homemade noodles, and you don’t have 
to be a UMW member to join in the fun.  To sign up contact Mary Dennison (439-7818) or  
Vicky Engelbert (483-4660 or greemabert@comcast.net). Many hands make the job so much easier 
and fun - Please join in if you can! 
 
Noodles can be picked up starting:  Monday, October 25 from the church office, or from church on 
Sundays. The cost is: $2.00 for an 8 ounce bag.  These are the best noodles for the upcoming soup 
season so please stock up!   

All proceeds from the sale will go toward missions  
and our financial obligations to the District UMW. 
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