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Marble Memorial  

United Methodist Church 
Rev. Matt West, Pastor 

8 Park Lane, Milan, Michigan 48160 
 

Church Phone: 734-439-2421 

Pastor’s Emergency Number: 269-967-4444 

Church Website: marbleumc.org 

Church  E-mail: office@marbleumc.org 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thu, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

(closed holidays) 

Facebook: “Marble Memorial UMC” 

 

Pantry Needs for Aid in Milan 
Current pantry needs are:  

 diapers size 5 & 6 
 full-size shampoo & conditioner 
 sliced bread 
 cereal 
 ramen-style noodles 

 
Drop items at Aid in Milan during 

their business hours. Pull up to the 

building and call their office: 734-

439-8420. Tell them you have a 

donation.  They will come out to 

your vehicle to get what you have.  

They appreciate every donation! 

St. Patrick’s Day 

Jigg’s Dinner 

Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes, Onions, Carrots and dessert  

 Pre-order meals by March 12 

 Pick up meals at the church: 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. March 

17th 

 Delivery available* for our homebound 

 Suggested donation $10 per meal (checks payable to 

Marble) 

 To order: Contact the Church at 439-2421  

or by email: office@marbleumc.org 

Provide Name, Phone number, Number of meals  

and Address* (if delivery required) 
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A Message from the Pastor’s Desk… 

Hello, neighbors! 

During a recent Bible Study, I read Ephesians 4:1-16, and the passage brought up some thoughts about Marble 
Memorial and our new vision. Let me share some verses with everyone to show what I am talking about here: 

1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep  
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

As the apostle Paul tends to do in most of his letters, he smacks us right in the face with some truth and calling us 
out. "I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received." So that everyone knows, he's not only talking to 
pastors but all Christians. Then comes the more difficult part; Paul tells us to be humble, gentle, patient, bearing, and 
do so with love. Ugh! Yes, we are called to do these things as well. Trust me, and I understand how some may feel 
about this part. Patience is a tricky thing for me, especially when I want to do something and be done with it! Then 
he writes that we need to keep unity through peace. We may not always agree on how things are done or what we 
are doing. I said this before, and I will repeat it, "That's ok!" As long as we do things with love and peacefully. 

Paul continues by speaking of there being one body and one Spirit. John Wesley says this same thing by telling 
United Methodist that we don't have to agree on everything but should be of one mind, heart, and body. 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ. 

Now, the apostle tells us that he gave us the evangelists, pastors, and teachers to equip his people for service works. 
Thus, leading to the body being built up. In other words, it is not only the pastor's responsibility to guide people to 
build up the church. If we work together, then we will grow and reach a special kind of unity. 

15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is 
the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him, the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

I read this section to mean that if we can stop taking things personally and see that what we are doing is out of love, 
then the body will continue to grow. We must move forward and be united as we do so. We don’t want to forget the 
past or disrespect history, but our problems will not be resolved by sitting on our hands and doing nothing.  

WE have to work together! 

We attempted to organize some opportunities a couple of months ago to help our neighbors while we continued to 
navigate our way through the pandemic. Besides a few people who were already involved, I had two individuals talk 
to me after sharing that message. Yes, I know that there is still some concern regarding the virus. We are also getting 
closer to opening things up more. As we add tasks each time we open more up, we need more help. If we want to 
welcome new neighbors to the neighborhood, then we have to invite those not here already.  

This conversation might be a boring conversation to some but answer this for me. Besides cosmetic changes from 
the Vital Church Initiative, tell me what has changed about Marble Memorial? What has been done to bring new 
members into the church? How many of those baptized or brought into membership are still at Marble? I share these 
thoughts and ask these questions not to be discouraging. Instead, I am trying to open our eyes to the situation 
around us. 

“1 To equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” 

Jesus calls us to step and work together. Know that I write this piece out of love and wanting nothing but the best for 
Marble and God’s kingdom. Spend some time in prayer and see what God is putting on your heart after reading this 
article. And all of God’s people said, “Amen!” 

Peace be with you, neighbors. 

Pastor Matt  
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Mission and Service: 2021 
 

Habitat for Humanity Good News House Project  

Watch for opportunities to serve on the 2021 project home. 
 

Youth Service Project:  

Our Marble YSP Team is hoping to make the trip this 

summer to Kentucky to serve and support our brothers and 

sisters in Christ in Appalachia.   

If you have questions or if you know a youth 8th – 12th grade, 

who may be interested, contact Kevin Jarema: 

kevin.jarema@dundee.k12.mi.us 
 

Aid in Milan:   

Our local United Way Access point for this area, is always 

looking for volunteers. Call their office to get started: 734-

439-8420 

 
 

 

Outreach: Reaching Out: 

We are considering offering a “Dave Ramsey 
Financial Program”.  They are very popular and 
helpful.  There is a cost ($130 each person) for 
a 9 week/lesson program.  If you are 
personally interested, please email Lisa at the 
church office office@marbleumc.org  to put 
your name on our “interested” list.  

The Outreach Committee is always looking for 
ways to reach our neighbors in the Milan 
Community, so if you have an idea or project 
you would like to head up, please complete an 
Outreach Interest form and return it to the 
Church office:  
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?
uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:b85911e5-8382-40d4-
9c8a-34722b9b3af9 

 

 

 Heritage District Lay Servant Ministry Spring Classes:  March – May 2021 

All classes are by Zoom. Dates and times are dependent on the class.  

The complete flier is at this link:  Spring Lay Servant Classes 

To register use this on-line form: Lay Servant Registration Form 

Class titles: 
Introduction to Lay Ministries: Basic Class 
Class Leaders: Recovering a Tradition 
Delivery an Effective Sermon 
Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 
Leading in Lay Pastoral Care 
Living Our United Methodist Beliefs: Heritage Class  

about:blank
mailto:office@marbleumc.org
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:0bdc7d35-c1ef-4a79-9868-026c36476135
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ5k0vta5lv3ymxhxOdVA5a7Gvk1eXMLckSpCslsVjxsM46g/viewform


 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

    

        

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                            

From The Ashes - Rod Hill, Lay Rep. to Conference 

With all that’s going on it’s hard to even remember that we’re going through our second Lenten season under 
COVID. For Lent last year, I remember needing to pause to remember what how all it worked. I remember not 
going to Ash Wednesday service. I remember not having ashes imposed and I remember thinking it was odd to be 
missing such a small ritual of faith. A year ago, we looked forward to an Easter that never came. We were hopeful 
that we’d soon be celebrating in joy, the greatest and holiest day of the year. As it happened, by April we’d been in 
lockdown of one level or another for weeks.   

Of course, at that time there were no “levels” of lockdown. We wouldn’t learn about those until later. In March 
there was no particular difference between paper and cloth face coverings and the notion of double masking 
wasn’t even a topic for late night comedy yet. We soon discovered a new form of opulence; owning a facemask. 
Something most of us would never have even thought of wearing, I now have four. We didn’t know anything about 
any of that yet, and it was part of what was so scary.  

We’ve learned a lot since then. We make our own hand wipes and many of us can now communicate like 
astronauts and we do it on a regular basis! We’re better prepared and although we’re not out of the woods yet, we 
feel stronger I think. We know more and we know better what to expect from our day. And we’ve learned the true 
value of facemasks. They’re something that helps us be together and that’s why I keep one in my pocket. As for 
ashes, this year, ours came as a decal. Praise God!  

Love and Joy, Rod 

 

  

 

 

Hospitality and Technology: 
How You Can Help 

Marble is looking for volunteers for weekly roles in 

Hospitality and in Technology. 

Hospitality is in need of a coordinator or two, who 

will make sure we have greeters and people helping 

with safety guidelines.  

Technology is looking for volunteers to interact with 

our virtual participants, run the camera (which most 

of that is to make sure the camera is focused on 

activity) and someone to run the slide direct the 

slides used in worship.  

Interested? Please consider prayerfully if you are 

available and contact the office or Pastor Matt at: 

pastormattwest@gmail.com  

 

Marble Meetings 

SPRC Committee: Tue, Mar 9, 7 p  

(In Person & ZOOM) 

Finance Committee: Tue, Mar 16, 7 p (ZOOM) 

Trustee Committee: No Meeting in March 

Outreach Committee: Wed, Mar 24, 7 p (In Person) 

Church Council:  Thu, Mar 25, 7 p (ZOOM)  

UMW Circles: 

Sister’s Aglow: Mon, Mar 8, 7 p (details TBA) 

Sarah Ruth: Thu, Mar 11, 1 p (at church) 

Susanna Wesley: Mon, Mar 15, 7p (at Elaine 

Markham’s) 

 

 

 

 

4 

Pastor Matt and “The Good News Gang”  

    Watch Marble’s Facebook page for more  

 insightful and fun “Good News Gang” videos 

         each Thursday starting February 4th. 
    

  Who is in “the gang” with Pastor Matt: 

  Pastor Curtis Clark, Marysville UMC 

  Pastor Kim Metzer-Hope, Hastings UMC  

  Pastor Matt Osborne, Ishpeming Wesley UMC  

  Pastor Jackie Raineri, Clare UMC 
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