Welcome Neighbors!
Marble Memorial United Methodist Church

December 2021

Visit With Santa
Saturday, December 4
Following the Milan Christmas Parade
at Marble Memorial UMC
8 Park Lane, Milan
Enjoy hot chocolate and cookies
Bring your phone or camera to get a picture during your child’s visit!
Marble MUMC will also be selling “Sweet Rolls for Mission” $8/6 pack while supplies last.

Volunteer opportunities on page 3.

Index

Marble Memorial United Methodist Church
Matt West, Pastor
8 Park Lane, Milan, Michigan 48160
9:00 a.m. Worship on Facebook Live
10:30 a.m. Worship In-person and Facebook
Church Phone: 734-439-2421
Pastor’s Emergency Number: 269-967-4444
Church Website: marbleumc.org
Church E-mail: office@marbleumc.org
Church Office Hours: Mon-Thu, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(closed holidays)
Facebook: “Marble Memorial UMC”
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Hello, neighbors!
The end of 2021 is almost here, and it seems just like yesterday that I wrote a piece for the end of 2020. This
year has seemed to have flown by, but a lot of wonderful things have happened as well. I must admit there
have been some ups and downs along the way for us, our state, and our country. Regardless, God is present
each day of our lives and continues to bless us. Before we move into 2022, let’s look at some of the blessings
of 2021!
January 6th is a day all of us will remember and not exactly how most of imagined kicking off the new year.
We were not worshiping in person still, but with the Coronavirus vaccine becoming available there was
hope. During this month, I was also able to share the vision I have for Marble moving forward. The start of
Lent happened in February, and we launched the start of two worship services. These services allowed us to
provide a traditional and modern worship experience for all our neighbors. The season took us all the way to
April and being able to celebrate Easter together in person. During these first four months, I believe we were
able to get the ball rolling despite the start of the year.
Over the course of the year, we continued to experience the gifts of those amongst us. I am thankful for the
ones that shared a message from the pulpit with us each month. What a blessing to have neighbors willing to
speak and provide us with another voice to hear the Good News. As a neighborhood church, we enjoyed the
spring and summer months with special events. We hosted Community Dinners starting with a to-go option
until the last couple of months where we were able to invite our neighbors to dine-in. From a traditional St.
Patrick’s Dinner to good old Turkey Dinner, our hearts and stomachs have been filled. These are just a couple
more of the blessings of this year.
One of the things I looked forward to is being able to participate in 3rd Thursdays. Milan Main Street brought
these neighborhood event back for 2021, and Marble was able to be the Church for the community by
provide fun and games for families. August brought another one of those turbulent times for our community
in the form a storm that knocked out power for days. Since we didn’t have power, we made the decision to
love on our neighbors by hosting a Free Community Breakfast for everyone in Milan. Not only did we serve
those that came to eat on our front lawn, but we also delivered meals to the various workers trying to get our
city back up and running. Another highlight of August was coming together with Peoples Presbyterian
Church to offer a “Church in the Park” service for our community. Milan certainly looked different from when
I arrived in 2020 to this year with being able to do a lot more things with the church and city.
This fall has been a continuation of the blessings God has provided us with. In October, our kickoff series “Get
In The Game” let us have some more fun with our neighbors. As we discussed how to serve and be helpful
like Jesus, we gave away some football tickets, enjoy some time together with a tailgate party, and some
enjoyed wings and a football game with Melissa and me. Our state has been going through another one of
those rough patches with Covid numbers rising and still being high. We keep striving to respect and protect
those who come to worship with us and will maintain precautions for everyone’s health and wellbeing.
My prayer for the end of this year is for us to be thankful not just during Thanksgiving but every day. Also,
may we love on our neighbors during a time that can be difficult to celebrate the holidays. We have lost loved
ones and good neighbors this year, may we celebrate their lives by not forgetting they are still with us and
the difference they made in our lives. Please take time to enjoy the Advent Devotionals we have sent out to
everybody again this year. If you don’t receive one, let us know and we will make sure we get one to you.
Thank you again for the wonderful year we have been able to share together. I look forward to what God has
in store for us in 2022!
Peace be with you, neighbors.
Pastor Matt
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Volunteer Openings: ALL Aboard this Train!
Marble has a huge opportunity to serve our community and we are asking YOU: each member, each
congregant, each neighbor and friend of Marble to step aboard as a volunteer during our “Visit with
Santa” and “Milan Christmas Parade” events.
“Visit with Santa”: Coordinator is Aby Cryderman and Outreach
Aby’s email: acryderm@emich.edu
Needs: Set up  Clean Up  Indoor Hosting  Outdoor Hosting 
Assist Vicki Zilke at the hot chocolate/cookie tables (this may be outside)
“Hosting” may involve: watching doors, directing people to the bathroom,
directing people to the sanctuary to see Santa, keeping lines in order, and
answering general questions. Parents are taking their own pictures.
“Milan Christmas Parade” Entry: Coordinators are Andy Charter and Rod Hill
This year’s entry with be an ATV pulling a children’s barrel train with lights and our volunteers walking
along side it! Andy C: andy.charter@live.com or Rod: rhill@provide.net
Needs: adding lights/hooking up the cars  packing up/loading up when done  Walk along side and wave
and the kids and neighbors  there may be a hand out.

Additional Opportunities this month:




Ring the Bell at Kroger for Salvation Army: December 10 or December 17. Two hour time slots are
available from 9 am until 9 pm.
Shop for Aid In Milan: see Gift Card Giving Tree information on next page! Deadline is: 12/12
Help with the making, baking and selling of sweet rolls: Vicky E, coordinator: 734-483-4660

Christmas at Marble
Christmas Eve Worship Times
5:00 p.m. Traditional Worship
7:00 p.m. Contemporary Worship

Aid in Milan at the Holidays:
Supporting Local Families
We are collecting gift cards to help Aid in
Milan supplement giving opportunities for
families they support in our community.
Please place your gift card or monetary
donations in the box located next to our
“Giving Tree” in the Bell Tower lobby.
Please buy $25 value gift cards to any of
the following retailers:  Kroger
 Meijer  Wal-Mart  Target  Kohl’s

Deadline:
December
12th
Organized by:
Nancy Nagle
&
Outreach

Worship on December 26th
will be at 10:30 a.m. only
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Marble Memorial “Town Hall” Meeting:
Thursday, December 9
7:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary
Mark Your Calendars
This will be the “Neighborhood Chat”
format for December.

Here We Go a’Caroling: December 19
Our Music Director, Justin Murray is leading us
about the neighborhood for good old-fashioned
caroling!
Practices: Sunday 12/5 and 12/12 at 11:30 a.m.
Caroling: 2:00 p.m. on Sunday 12/19
Dress for the weather.

Sweet Rolls
For Mission:
Pre-Ordering
deadline
December 2
Cost:$8.00 for 6 rolls
Fill out an order sheet or, contact
the church office.
Pick up is: Sat. Dec. 4, 3-4pm
or Sunday morning.
Vicky Engelbert is
organizing volunteers.
Contact Vicky at: 734-483-4660.

Wednesday
January
5th
12-5:30p
Make appointment at: redcrossblood.org

Welcome, Neighbors! -Rod Hill, Lay Rep. to Annual Conference
The coming of the Christ child always comes with blessing, Praise God! Visits from far off relatives,
neighbors being neighborly, and new people joining the community round out what is already a wonderful
season of joy and love. After our year of lockdown and isolation, this Christmas was already going to be very
special for us here at Marble.
This year, the chamber of commerce has invited us to host Santa Claus! Old Saint Nick will receive Milan’s
children in our church for an hour or two after the parade. Marble will be able to offer our welcome,
warmth, friendship, and some hot chocolate and cookies to the families and those that have joined our
community over the past several years. Hallelujah! From my perspective, we couldn’t have asked for a
better opportunity to serve God’s purpose for us on that occasion.
At the same time we’re fielding a parade entry this year, Yay! We’ve begun work on an entry built around a
drum train, volunteered by Vicki and Andy Charter. We don’t have much time and can use all the help we
can get, with decorating, and if you are able, you’re welcome to walk the route with us from York Street to
our own Park Lane.
This is truly a special opportunity for us, and if you can help out in any way it will be heartily appreciated by
all. The call of hospitality is always a great blessing and it couldn’t be of more welcome to us than at
Christmas time. With decorating our house, working the parade and especially being at the church when
our guests arrive, there is plenty to do. If you can participate in any way please contact Lisa in the church
office to find out how you might share.

Love and Joy!
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Join our Neighborhood
Groups!

Marble Meetings
Trustees: Tue, Dec 7, 7:00 p
SPRC: no meeting in December
Finance: Tue, Dec 14, 7:00 p
Outreach: no meeting in December

Neighborhood Study: Sundays, 10-11a – Room
#25. Explore the Adam Hamilton book, “Seeing
Gray in a World of Black and White”. Themes are:
religion, morality and politics.
Sassy Sisters: Mondays , 7-8:30p, - at The Owl. It’s
a “book study- hanging out- catching up outside of
work and home”, relaxing place to be.

Church Council: Tue, Dec 28, 7:00 p
UMW Circles:
Sarah Ruth: Tue, Dec 14, 1:00 p @ Church
Susanna Wesley: TBA
Other Church Calendar Items:
Boy Scouts: 7:00 p every Tuesday
Cub Scouts: 6:30 p Dec 2, 9, 16 and 23
Girl Scouts: 6:00p, Dec. 13, 20 and 27
Milan Garden Club: Wednesdays in dining room

Beer & Bibles: Every other Monday, 8:30-10p, Dec
6 & 20 – at The Owl. Men of all ages and stages of
life are invited as books are read, scripture studied
and life in Christ is discussed. Non-alcoholic
beverages also sold at The Owl.
Neighborhood Coffee Talk: Tuesdays Mornings at
10:00a – at the Owl. Kick off your day with Pastor
Matt, chat over a cup of coffee or maybe a
smoothie. If you have something on your mind, it’s
a great place to start.

Trustee Project Updates:


New lighting on the large, round, Rev.
Johnson Memorial, stained glass window
 Much needed window replacement in the
education wing has been contracted to be
completed next summer
 A new, much brighter, light fixture was
donated and installed for the front of the
church (cross and flame)
 Rain water leak in the kitchen has been
repaired.
 A volunteer removed the contact paper
from Choir Room door windows. Thank
You.
 Still looking for help painting the stair
railings at the parking lot, and bell tower
entrances.
 Still looking for help evaluate, label, and
relocate or donate paint in the media
room.
Contact Co-Chairs Paul Emerson or Jim Bolz if
you have questions or, can volunteer for a
building project.

Caregiver Support: Every other Wednesday, 78:00p, Dec 1 &15 - on Zoom. A safe and confidential
space to share your challenges and joys as a
caregiver. Learn how Jesus walks with us all.
Pray and Go: Thursday Mornings at 10:00a – at
the church. We will join together to walk around
the neighborhood and pray for our neighbors. Get a
little activity in, love on our community, and meet
new neighbors.
Neighborhood Chat: Town Hall Format on
December 9th at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Learn
from leadership about the state of the church, how
we are moving forward and how you can
participate.
Game Night: Second Fridays, Dec 10, 7-9:00p at
the church. An evening of playing games and a
chance to fellowship. Bring a snack to share.
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